27 March 1828 . 
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A 

BILL 

For the Regulation of the Linen and Hempen 
Manufactures of Ireland. 



^ K. (It a & an Act was passed in the Sixth year of the reign preambU : 
of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the better 
“ Regulation of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland” and 
it is expedient that the said Act should be repealed, and that the powers 
g required by the said Act to be executed by or under the authority of 
die Trustees for encouraging the said Manufactures should cease and 
determine, and that other Regulations should be made for encouraging 
and protecting the said Manufactures; 35 C£ it tfittrfoCT (Enatttb by Repealed. 
The KING’S most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 

THAT from and after the said recited Act 

shall be, and the same is hereby Repealed; except so far as the said Act 
repeals the whole or any part of any other Acts, and except as to 
matters and things done and performed under the authority of the said 
Act at any time before 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after 
all and singular the appointments of Trustees for encouraging the said 
Manufactures, whether made before or since the passing of the said 
20 recited Act, shall cease and determine, and shall be, and the same are 
hereby declared to be null and void ; and that all appointments made 
by the said Trustees of officers and servants, or persons employed or 
deputed by such officers and servants, to assist them in their respective 
duties, save as hereafter mentioned, shall also cease and determine, and 
shall be, and the same are hereby declared to be null and void ; and 
195. A that 



Appoint- 
ment, Powers 
and Autho- 

Salaries of 
Trustees and 
tlieir Officers 
and Servants, 
revoked. 



Printed 



mage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 4 ) 

that all and singular the several powers authorities and duties assigned 
to the said officers and servants, or other persons so employed, or 
deputed by them under and by virtue of the said recited Act, together 
with all salaries allowances or other emoluments payable to the said 
officers servants or other persons, under the authority of any appoint- 5 
ment or appointments made by the said Trustees, save as hereinafter 
mentioned, shall cease and determine. 

Flax to be of And be it further Enacted, That all Flax of the growth of /re/«7«rf 

equal clean- ... . . . -r^i ° 

ness, &c.j sold m open tair or market, and all Flax sold by sample in fair or 
«cee^n*^^ niarket, shall be of equal cleanness and quality throughout each parcel, lo 
is.per stone, upon pain that any person selling such Flax, or the owner thereof at 
the time of sale, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding the amount 
of for every stone of Flax so sold which shdl not be 

of equal cleanness and quality throughout each parcel ; and in all cases 
of fraud or false representation in the sale of Flax, whether the same 15 
shall have been sold in open fair or market, or otherwise sold; and in 
all cases of fraud or neglect, by persons employed by the owners of 
Flax in cleaning and preparing the same for sale, whether such Flax 
shall have been afterwards sold in open fair or market, or otlierwise 
sold, the person selling such Flax, or the owner thereof at the time of 20 
sale, or the persons so employed to clean such Flax, shall forfeit a sum 
not exceeding for every stone of such Flax so sold as 

aforesaid. 

Flax : And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Justice or 

may cS'seh ^ or Chief Magistrate of any town in Ire/a»d, before 25 

amSedr complaint shall be made in respect to Flax for not being of 

equal cleanness and fineness throughout, or on account of any fraud 
having been practised in the sale thereof, in all cases where it shall 
seem to him or them to be expedient or necessary, and such Justice 
or Justices, or Magistrate is and are hereby required to summon before 30 
him or them persons skilled in Flax, and to swear such 

persons well and truly to examine the Flax which shall be the subject 
of complaint, and a true verdict to give whether such Flax be of equal ^ 
cleanness and quality throughout, or whether it has been fraudulently 
made up, or whether there has been any fraud or false representation in 35 
the sale thereof, or w'hether there has been any fraud or neglect in the 
cleaning or preparing of such Flax for sale, and their opinion thereupon 
Not subject shall be final and conclusive: Provided always, That nothin^ in this 
«ofs! Kcept Act contained shall extend or be construed to extend to, nor shall affect 
manufacture and sale of Flax, unless the same be sold or offered to 
sale in open fair or market, or unless in cases of neglect in the prepara- 
tion of the same for sale, or of fraud, or false representation in respect 
to the sale thereof. 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, Tliat all brown or unbleached or mipurged 
Lin^ Yarn of Irish manufacture, sold in open fair or market shall be 
well and sufficiently spun and made up into hanks, each hank to consist 
of twelve cuts, and no more ; and every such cut shall contain one 
5 hundred and twenty threads, and no more; and every such hank shall 
be one yard and one quarter in length, or two yards and one half in 
circumference, and no more; and each such cut in every such hank 
shall be separated as the same shall be reeled, and not afterwards; and 
in reeling such Linen Yarn no more than one thread at a time shall be 
1 0 reeled, and all the Yarn contained in every such hank shall be of flax- 
yam only, or tow-yarn only, of the same colour and fineness through- 
out each hank; and when the hank or twelve cuts are reeled, the same 
shall be made up, in such manner as to admit of opening thereof at 
every part, at ten inches at least, for the purpose of spreading on the 
J 5 bleach green; and all Yam of Irish manufacture under the size or grist 
of two hanks in the pound, commonly called Pound-yarn, or Head-yarn, 
shall be reeled according to the above regulations, and such coarser 
description may be made up and sold in half-hanks of six cuts, and 
no less; and in case any person or persons shall sell in open fair or 
20 market any \arn which shall not be conformable to the above regula- 
tions respectively affecting the same, or which shall be deficient in 
quality, length or count, the person or persons selling such Yarn, or the 
owner or owners thereof at the lime of sale, shall forfeit a sum after 
the rate of not less than nor more than 

25 for every hank of such Yarn so sold as aforesaid ; and that in all cases 
of fraud or false representation in the sale of Linen Yarn, whether such 
Yarn sliall have been sold in open fair or market, or otherwise sold, the 
person or persons selling such Yarn, or the owner or owners thereof, shall 
forfeit a sum after the rate of for every hank of such 

30 Yam so sold as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Justice or 
Justices, or the Chief Magistrate of any town before whom a complaint 
shall be made in respect to Yarn not conformable to the regulations 
contained in this Act, or on account of any fraud having been practised 
35 in the sale thereof, in all cases where it shall seem to him or them to 
be expedient and necessary, and such Justice or Justices, or Magis- 
trate, is and are hereby required to summon before them 
persons skilled in Yarn, and to swear such persons well and truly to 
examine the Yarn w'hich is the subject of such complaint, and a true 
40 verdict to give, whether such Yarn is conformable to the regulations 
hereinbefore contained, or whether it be deficient in quality, length or 
count, or whether there has been any fraud or false representation in 
the sale thereof, and their opinion thereupon shall be final and 
conclusive. 
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And be it further Enacted, That all Linen Yarn which shall be sold 
or bought in any fair or market, shall be sold or bought within the 
custom-gaps or custom-gates of such fair or market ; and if any person 
shall sell or buy any Linen Yarn, coming to any fair or market, and not 
within the said custom-gaps or gates, every such seller and buyer shall 5 
respectively forfeit any sura not exceeding for every 

such offence ; and no Linen Yarn sold or brought to sale in any fair or 
market, shall be sold before the hour of of the clock in the 

morning on the respective fair or market days ; and any person who 
shall sell, or offer or contract to sell, or shall buy, or offer or contract to 1 0 
jjuy, in such fairer market, otherwise than as aforesaid, shall be subject 
and liable to a penalty after the rate of on each hank of 

Yarn so sold. 

AND whereas Disputes frequently arise in fairs or markets 
between the buyer and seller of Linen Yarn, in respect of Yarn 15 
bought or sold, or agreed to be bought or sold ; BE it Enacted, That 
it shall and may be lawful for the seller of any Yarn in any fair or 
market, in all cases where the buyer of such Yam shall refuse to pay 
the person selling the same the price agreed upon between them, or for 
the buyer of such Yarn, if the seller shall, without just cause, refuse to 20 
deliver such Yarn to the person buying the same, on being tendered the 
price agreed to be paid for the same, to complain immediately, or within 
hours after, to the next Justice of the peace, or to the 
Chief Magistrate of the town where such dispute shall have arisen ; and 
such Justice or Chief Magistrate respectively are hereby required and 25 
authorized to summon forthwith the parties to appear either before 
such Justice and other Justices of the peace, or before any two Justices 
of the peace, or before such Chief Magistrate ; and if it shall appear to 
such two Justices of the peace, or Chief Magistrate, that the buyer of 
such Linen Yarn shall, without just and reasonable cause, refuse, or have 30 
refused to pay to the seller of such Yarn the price first agreed upon 
between them, it shall and may be lawful for such Justices of the peace, 
or lor such Chief Magistrate, by warrant under hand and seal respectively, 
to order such Yarn to be returned to the seller thereof, and by such 
warrant to direct any penalty not exceeding the sum of 2^ 

to be levied off the goods and chattels of the buyer of such Yarn ; and 
if it shall appear to such Justices of the peace, or to such Chief 
Magistrate, that the seller of such Yarn shall, without reasonable cause, 
refuse, or have refused to deliver up the said Yarn to the person or 
persons to whom he had sold or agreed to sell the same, such Justices 40 
of tlie peace or Chief Magistrate may, by warrant under their hand and 
seal respectively, order such Y arn to be delivered up to the person who 
had bought or agreed to buy the same, and may also, by such warrant, 
direct any penalty not exceeding the sum of to be 

levied off the goods and chattels of the seller of such Yarn : Provided 

always, 
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always, That nothing hereinbefore mentioned shall extend or be construed on sale in 
to extend to, nor shall affect the manufacture and sale of Yarn, unless cas\*^ of fraud? 
the same be sold or offered to sale in open fair or market, or unless in 
cases of fraud or false representation in the sale thereof. 



5 And be it further Enacted, That every Linen weaver or Linen nianu- Linen ; 
facturer, shall, across each end of every piece of Linen Cloth, woven by 
him, or by his journeymen or apprentice, weave or cause to be woven two 
coarse threads or cords, distant from each other about one-fourth part of nameand 
an inch, and shall also write or cause to be written with pen and ink, close 
10 to such coarse thieads or cord, on each end, in legible characters, his 

Christian name, surname and place of residence; and shall also vvrite and also mark 
or mark in figures, or cause to be written or marked upon the outside fold 
thereof, the length and breadth of every such piece of Linen ; and in t''«reun. 
case any weaver shall neglect to weave such coarse threads as aforesaid, 

15 or to cause the same to be woven, or to write or cause his name to be 
written as aforesaid, or shall neglect to write or mark, or to cause to be 
written or marked, the length and breadth thereon, he shall forfeit a sum 
not exceeding for every such offence ; and if the 

length or breadth written or marked on any such piece of Linen, shall 
‘20 be afterwards found by the purchaser thereof to be less than what was 
written or marked thereon, upon the said Linen being measured, either 
by a public sealmaster, or by the purchaser himself, the seller or owner 
of such Linen shall, upon complaint and proof of such deficiency, for- 
feit a sum not exceeding for every such offence, 

25 according to the judgment and discretion of the Justices or Chief Ma- 
gistrate before whom any such complaint shall be made. 



And be it further Enacted, That no person shall sell in open fair or Linen: 
market, any piece of brown Linen Cloth, being of or exceeding the set of 
twelve hundred, made or intended to be of the denomination commonly 
30 called Yard-wide, that shall not be, when brown, and before the same Yard wide, 
shall be bleached, thirty-seven inches and a half broad at least, and 
that all Cloth of the denomination of yard-wide being under the set of 
twelve hundred, shall be, when brown, thirty-six inches broad at least; 
and that no person shall sell in any public market, any piece of plain 
35 Linen Cloth, being of the denomination commonly called Seven-eighths /.gtiis wide, 
wide, that shall not be, when brown, and before the same shall be 
bleached, thirty-two inches broad at least ; and that no person shall sell 
in any public market, any piece of plain Linen Cloth, being of the 
denomination, commonly called Three-quarters wide, that shall not be, 3.4th, 

40 when brown, and befoi*e the same shall be bleached, twenty-eight inches 
broad at least; and that no person shall sell in any public market, any 
piece of plain Linen Cloth, of the denomination of Nine-eighths wide 9.34hswide. 
Sheeting, that shall not be, when brown, and before the same shall be 
bleached, forty-one inches broad at least; and that no person shall sell 
» 95 - B in 
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in any public market, any piece of plain Linen Cloth of the denomi- 
nation of Five-quarters wide Sheeting, that shall not be, when brown, and 
before the same shall be bleached, forty-6ve inches broad at least ; and 
that no person shall sell in any public market, any piece of plain Linen 
Cloth, of the denomination of Six-quarters wide Sheeting, that shall 5 
not be, when brown, and before the same shall be bleached, Fifty-four 
inches broad at least ; and that if any person shall sell in any fair or 
market any Linen Cloth or Sheetings of the denominations above 
mentioned, which shall not be respectively of the widths above directed 
and specified, every such person shall be subject to a penalty of not lO 
less than nor more than 

for each such piece so sold. 

And be it further Enacted, That every piece of brown or unbleached 
Linen Cloth which shall be exposed to sale in open fair or market, 
shall be so e.xposed in open folds, and no ways tied at either end or in L$ 
the middle ,• and that every such piece, excepting such as are generally 
known by the name of Osnaburghs or Dowlasses, shall be also crisped ; 
and that evry single piece of such Linen Cloth, not containing more 
than twenty-five yards in length, shall be in folds not exceeding 
twenty-seven inches in length in each fold; and that every double 20 
piece of such Linen Cloth, not containing more than fifty yards in length, 
shall be in folds not exceeding thirty-six inches in length in each fold; 
and that every double piece of such Linen Cloth, containing more than 
fifty yards in length, shall be in folds not exceeding forty inches in each 
fold, upon pain that any person exposing to sale any such Linen Cloth 35 
contrary to the directions aforesaid shall forfeit not less than 
nor more than for every such piece so exposed to 

sale as aforesaid. 

.^nd be it further Enacted, That no person shall, in open fair or 
market, sell any piece of brown or unbleached plain Linen Cloth which 3 ^* 
shall be thicker or finer in the salvage than in the body of such piece, 
or which shall not be of equal fineness and thickness throughout every 
part of the length and breadth of such piece, under penalty of forfeiture 
of the sum actually paid for such piece of Linen so sold 

as aforesaid. 3,'> 

And be it further Enacted, That no person shall knowingly sell in 
open fair or market any piece of brown or unbleached Linen, any part 
whereof shall have been pasted or spouted, so as to make it look thick, 
or any brown Linen dyed or stained, either in the yarn or cloth, with 
any material which has a tendency to render the part so stained or dyed 
difficult to bleach, upon pain of forfeiting not less than 
nor more than for every such piece so sold as aforesaid. 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Justice or Linen: 
Justices, or Chief Magistrate of a town, before whom any complaint 
shall be made in respect to Linen not conformable to the regulations 
contained in this Act, and such Justice or Justices, or Magistrate, is and 
5 are hereby authorized and empowered, in all cases where it shall seem 
to them to be expedient and necessary, to summon before him or them 
three persons skilled in the weaving and dressing of Linen, and to 
swear them well and truly to examine any and every piece of Linen 
which is the subject of complaint, and a true verdict to give, whether 
10 the same or any of them is thicker or finer in the salvage than in the 
body of such piece of Linen, and whether it be of equal fineness and 
thickness throughout every part of such piece, or whether it be pasted 
or spouted in manner before described, and their opinion thereupon 
shall be final and conclusive. 

] 5 And be it further Enacted, That ail brown Linen, which shall be sold lznsn ; 

or bought in open fair or market, shall be sold or bought within the 
custom gap or custom gates of such fair or market ; and if any 
person shall sell or buy any brown Linen coming to any fair or market, 
and not within such custom gaps or gates, every such seller and buyer 
20 respectively shall forfeit any sum not exceeding and that 

no brown Linen sold, or brought to sale, in any fair or market, shall 
be sold before of the clock in the morning on the respective 

fair or market days ; and if any person shall sell, or offer or contract 
to sell, or shall buy, or offer or contract to buy, in such fair or market 
25 otherwise than as aforesaid, every such seller and buyer shall be liable 
to a penalty of on each piece of brown Linen so sold as 

aforesaid. 

AND whereas Disputes frequently arise in fairs or markets between Linen: 
the buyer and seller of Linen Cloth in respect of cloth bought or sold, 

20 or agreed to be bought or sold; FOR remedy whereof, Be it Enacted; 5 !lnen 1 nFa°irs, 
That if the buyer of any such cloth shall, without just cause, refuse to how to be ad- 
pay to the person selling the same the price agreed upon between them, 
or if the seller shall, without just cause, refuse to deliver such cloth to 
the person buying the same, on being tendered the price agreed upon 
2^ to be paid for the same, it shall be lawful for the buyer or seller of 
such cloth respectively to complain immediately, or at any time within 
hours, to the next Justice of the peace, or to the 
Chief Magistrate of any town where such dispute shall have arisen ; 
and every such Justice of the peace or Magistrate is hereby required 
40 and authorized forthwith to summon the parties to appear, either before 
such Justice, and any other Justice of the peace, or before any two 
Justices of the peace, or before such Chief Magistrate ; and it it shall 
appear to such two Justices of the peace, or Chief Magistrate, that the 
buyer of such Linen Cloth shall, without just and reasonable cause, 

1 55. refuse 
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refuse or have refused to pay the seller of such cloth the price first 
agreed upon between such buyer and seller at sucli fair or market, such 
Justices of tl.e peace or Magistrate may, by warrant under hand and 
seal respectively, order such cloth to be returned to the seller thereof, 
and may, by such warrant, direct any penalty not exceeding the sum 5 
to be levied off the goods and chattels of such 
buyer of such cloth ; and if it shall appear to such Justices of the 
peace, or to such Chief Magistrate, that the seller of such cloth shall, 
without reasonable cause, refuse or have refused to deliver up such 
cloth to the person or persons to whom he had sold or agreed to sell 10 
the same, such Justices of the peace or Chief Magistrate may, by war- 
rant under hand and seal, order such cloth to be delivered up to the 
person who had bought or agreed to buy the same ; and may also, by 
such warrant, direct any penalty not exceeding the sum of 
to be levied off the goods and chattels of the seller of such doth. 1 5 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall extend or be construed to extend to nor shall affect brown 
Linens not sold in open fair or market, it being the true intent and 
meaning of this Act, that all persons may manufacture and make up 
brown Linens in any manner they may think proper, and sell the same 20 
without being subject to any of the aforesaid regulations, unless they 
sell the same in open fair or market. 

And be it further Enacted, That no toll, custom or duty whatsoever, 
(save and except tolls payable at turnpike-gates, or on bridges in respect 
to other articles passing through or over the same) shall be paid or de- 25 
manded for any flax-seed or hemp-seed, nor for any flax or hemp, nor for 
any cloth made of Linen or hempen yarn, nor for any kelp or pot-ashes, 
nor for any wheels, reels, hackles or looms, for or by reason of their 
being brought to or kept in any market or fair; and if any person shall 
demand, exact or take any custom or duty whatsoever contrary to the go 
true intent and meaning hereof, every such person so offending shall, for 
every such offence, forfeit the sum of 

AND whereas it is expedient and necessary that fit and proper per- 
sons should be provided to examine, measure and stamp all brown or 
unbleached Linens, sold in public market, in all cases where the buyers 
of any such Linens shall require the said Linens to be examined, measured ^ 
and stamped, by any such persons, before they pay for the same; And 
to the end that no inconvenience should be felt from the want of any 
such persons upon and immediately after 
BE it Enacted, That all persons who at any time before 

have been appointed Sealmasters of brown Linen by the 
Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures, and who shall be 
acting in that capacity at the time of 

shall 
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shell continue to act therein until the appointment or appointments of 
every such sealmaster respectively shall be afterwards confirmed or re- 
voked in manner directed by this Act. 

AND whereas the choice of persons to act as Sealmasters of brown SEALMAmns: 

5 Linen, and the control and direction of such persons can most safely regukt^them 
be entrusted to committees or public bodies of persons engaged in the bounty, when 
said manufacture, who shall be distinguished by good character, exten- appointed 
sive dealings, and great experience therein; BE it therefore Enacted, Lie«t«wnt. 

That it shall and may be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief 
10 Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, from time to 
time to nominate and appoint in any and every county in which the 
Linen Manufacture, or any branch thereof, is or shall be carried on 
such persons residing in such county 
as shall appear to be fit and proper persons to be a Committee for 
15 appointing, directing and controlling the brown Linen sealmasters of 
such county, conformably to the regulations, provisions and directions 
prescribed by this Act, of which nomination and appointment public 
notice shall be given in The Dublin Gazette, and in some paper pub- 
lished in every such county respectively; and in case of the death or 
20 resignation of any person appointed to be a member of such comnnttee, 
and in case of any removal made by the Lord Lieutenant, or otlier Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, of any person 
from the situation of member of the said committee, which removal 
the said Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of 
25 Ireland for the time being, is and are hereby empowered to make, it 
shall and may be lawful for such Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Gover- 
nor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, to nominate and appoint 
such other person or persons, as he or they shall think fit to be a mem- 
ber or members of such committee, in the room and stead of the 
20 person or persons who shall have died or resigned, or who shall have 
been so removed, and notice of every such new nomination or appoint- 
ment shall be given in The Dublin Gazette, and in the newspaper of 
the county to which such nomination shall relate. 

And be it further Enacted, That the committee appointed in any and Seaimasiem: 
every county for the purposes before stated, shall and may from time to ,nIde 7 hereof 
time and as often as they shall think fit, meet and assemble together toCoraimttee. 
in some convenient place in such county, to settle and adjust such 
matters as shall relate to the objects of their appointment, and it shall 
and may be lawful for such committee, or any 

of them, so soon as they shall deem it necessary, to require every person 
acting as a sealmaster of brown Linen, in or for any Linen market in 
such county, to return to such committee within a given time, his name 
and place of abode, and the names and residences of his sureties ; and 
it shall and may be lawful for the said committee, or any 
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of them, to dismiss any sealmaster who shall refuse or neglect to make 
such i-eturn within the time required. 

SEAtKisTsRs further Enacted, That every such committee having formed 

a list of all persons acting as sealmasters in the county for which such 
committee shall be appointed, shall then proceed to revise the said list; 5 
and it shall and may be lawful for every such committee, or any 
of them, upon such revision, to dismiss any person from the situation of 
sealmaster, whom they shall consider to be unfit for such situation, and to 
appoint another in place of the person so dismissed, and so from time to 
time to dismiss and appoint every such person as such committee, or any 16 
of them shall deem it right to dismiss from or appoint to 
the office and situation of a sealmaster of brown Linen, limiting or ejf- 
tending the number of such sealmasters, according as it shall seem to 
such committee to be expedient and necessary ; and it shall and may 
be lawful for every such committee, or any or more of them, 15 

to confine the duties and authorities of every sealmaster to such par- 
ticular Linen market or markets, in their respective counties, as they 
shall think proper, and to dismiss any sealmaster who shall refuse or 
neglect to obey any such rules, regulations and directions, as such com- 
mittee shall lay down for the government of such sealmaster; provided 20 
that nothing contained in the smd rules, regulations and directions, shall 
be contrary to any of the provisions of this Act ; and it shall be lawful 
for every such committee, or any or more of them, so soon 

as they shall deem it expedient, to give public notice to all persons acting 
as brown Linen sealmasters in their county, under and by virtue of any 25 
appointment formerly made by the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen 
Manufacturers, that from and after a day to be named in such notice, 
no person shall be permitted to act in their county in that capacity, who 
shall not have previously thereto entered into a security to such com- 
security to be mittee, or to some individual to be named by such committee and such 30 
fordue’^e?-*™ security shall stand in place and stead of any security formerly given or 
required to be given to the secretary of the Trustees for encouraging the 
Linen Manufacture, and shall be for such sum as such committee shall 
think proper, in which said security two sureties, to be approved of by 
such committee, shall join and be bound jointly and severally for such 35 
sum in the whole as such committee shall in every case think fit to 
require; and the condition of every such security shall be, that such 
person so appointed sealmaster, shall duly and diligently execute his 
office, and shall not seal, stamp or lap, nor suffer his seal or stamp to be 
put upon any Linen which is not sound, merchantable and free from 40 
mildew, rottenness, or any fraud or damage, except such holes, not 
exceeding three in each piece, as shall be exposed to view, and marked 
on the outside thereof; and that such sealmaster, his executors or ad- 
ministrators, shall duly and without delay, pay all such fines as shall be 
imposed on him from time to time by any such committee, or any 

of 
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of them ; and that in case of the death of any of his sureties, such 
sealmaster will, within one month after such death shall have come to his 
knowledge, procure another sufficient person to enter into a like security ; 
and that such sealmaster, his executors or administrators, will surrender 
5 and give up his seal or stamp, when thereunto required by such com- 
mittee, or any or more of them ; and that he will not at 

any time lend, hire out or sell his stamp or seal, or suffer the same to be 
used by any person but himself, or his known servant or assistant, at his 
usual place of residence. 




10 And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for every Sealhastxks; 

. 1 -u .u, TheirSeaUor 

such committee, or any of tnem, to choose and prescribe the stamps, 

form and device of the seal or stamp to be used by the sealraasters of 
their re.spective county, and to alter the same as often as such Com- 
mittee shallthink fit ; and if any person shall forge or counterfeit any Forging Seals. 

1 5 seal or stamp of any sealmaster appointed or to be appointed by such 
committee, or any of them, to any piece, or part of a piece of 

brown Linen, such person, being thereof lawfully convicted, shall be 
imprisoned for any period not exceeding at the discretion 

of the J udge or J udges who shall try such offence. 



And be it fiirther Enacted, That every sealmaster of brown Linen, SEiLMAsiERs: 
except such as are or shall be appointed to particular markets, shall jence. 
reside within the parish mentioned on his seal, and that one of the 
persons who shall enter into security for him as aforesaid, shall be 
resident within the same parish, or in or within one mile of the next 
2^ market town thereto within the same county ; and that a sealmaster 
appointed for any particular market shall be at liberty to use his seal 
or stamp in respect to ail Linens prepared for sale in such market, with- 
out reference to his place of residence. 



And be it further Enacted, That every sealmaster of brown or 
30 unbleached Linen appointed as aforesaid, shall carefully view, examine 
and measure every piece of such Linen which shall be produced and 
offered to him to be sealed ; and if the same shall appear to him to be 
merchantable, and to be in every respect conformable to the directions 
aforesaid, then, and not otherwise, such sealmaster shall affix, or cause 
35 to be affixed, a fair impression of such seal as shall be appointed for 
him by the said committee, with lamp black or vermilUon, or stone blue 
and size or common oil, on the middle of such fold, at no more than 
thirteen inches from the end of such piece; and shall likewise mark, 
or caused to be marked, with such ingredients as aforesaid, on the back 
40 or outside of every such piece, the length of such piece and the number 
of inches it contains in breadth, and also the half-inch, if the same 
shall be in breadth half an inch more than any number of inches, 
without regard to any lesser fractions of an inch, together with the name 



Sealmastems 
Their Diitiss. 



mage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



C 13 ) 



of such sealmaster, and the parish and county where he resides, or the 
name of the market town for which he may be appointed to act ; and 
if any parts of such piece shall be damaged or faulty, but not so 
damaged or faulty as to render the same unmerchantable, every such 
damaged or faulty part shall be fairly exposed in the lap or bosom of 5 
such piece, so as that the same may be easily seen j and opposite to such 
damaged or faulty part, upon the bosom of every such piece, such 
sealmaster shall affix or cause to be affixed, an impression of his seal, 
with such ingredients as aforesaid, to denote such damaged or faulty 
Their Fees, part; and such sealmaster shall and may demand and take the sum of lo 
af yarru!* ^ and no more, for every piece of brown or unbleached 

Linen containing twenty-five yards or under, which shall be by him 
sealed as aforesaid, and so in proportion for a greater quantity ; and if 
any such sealmaster shall offend, by neglecting or transgressing any one 
of the regulations aforesaid, every such sealmaster sliall forfeit a sum not 1 5 
less than nor exceeding for every such 

offence- 
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And be it furtlier Enacted, That all brown Linen shall be measured 
between seal and seal, and bad and insufficient ends shall not be taken 
into the length thereof ; and such Linen shall be bought and sold by no 20 
other measure than the statute yard, containing thirty-six inches, and 
no extraordinary measure or allowance, except the breadth of a thumb, 
as is now generally practised to every yard in the measuring thereof, 
shall be made therein by the seller to the buyer, or required, or accepted 
of or taken by the buyer from the seller, upon pain that every person 25 
buying or selling any such Linen, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of this Act, shall forfeit not less than nor more 

than for every such offence. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person shall sustain any loss 
or damage in the buying any piece of brown or unbleached Linen 3 ® 
by any damaged part being concealed in the folds thereof, or by its not 
answering the measure as to the length or breadth marked thereon by 
any sealmaster, it shall and may be lawful to and for such person to 
sue for and recover from the sealmaster of such piece, or the person who 
shall at the time of such sealing be bound as security for his faithful 35 
discharge of the office of sealmaster, the full value of the loss or damage 
so sustained. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall not be compulsory 
on the manufacturers, weavers or owners of brown Linen to have any 
such Linen measured and sealed, or stamped, before it be exposed to 40 
sale in fair or market, it being the true intent and meaning of this Act 
that they may freely carry any such Linen to fair or market, and there 
expose it to sale, stamped or not stamped, as they shall think fitting 

and 
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and convenient ; and if any manufacturer, weaver or owner of brown i 
Linen sball have such Linen measured and sealed or stamped by a ^ 
public sealmaster, before the same sliali be exposed to sale in fair or ^ 
market, he shall pay as aforesaid to the sealmaster who shall measure « 
5 and stamp the same, a sum at the rate of for every 

twenty-five yards contained, in such Linen ; but if the manufacturer, 
weaver or owner of such Linen shall bring any such Linen to fair or 
market without being measured or stamped by any public sealmaster, 
and the buyer of such Linen shall require the same to be so measured and 
10 stamped l>efore paying for -the same, then the charge for the measuriuE 
and stampii^ of such Linen, according to the rate before mentioned, 
shall be equally borne between buyer and seller, share and share 
alike. 



And be it further Enacted, That in all complaints, informations, suits, ^ 
15 csvil bills or actions, to be made, brought, commenced or prosecuted w 
against any w^ver, manufacturer of Linen or Hempen Cloth, or l 
against any sealmaster, buyer, bleacher, lapper, draper or dresser, g' 
the name of the weaver or manufacturer signed or marked on any piece ^ 
of Linen or Hempen Cloth, shall be full and sufficient evidence that 
20 such piece was woven or manufactured by the person whose name shall 
^pear signed or marked thereon, and the name of tlie sealmaster 
signed or marked on any piece of Linen or Hempen Cloth shall be 
fall and sufficient evidence that such piece was sealed by the person 
whose name shall appear marked or signed thereon; and Ihe name of 
25 the buyer, written on any piece of Linen or Hempen Cloth, shall be 
full and sufficient evidence that such piece was bought by him ; and the 
names of the bleacher and lapper, signed or marked on any piece of 
Linen or Hempen Cloth, shall be respectively full and sufficient 
evidence that such piece of Linen was bleached and lapped by the per- 
30 sons respectively whose names shall appear signed or marked thereon ; 
and the name of the draper, signed or marked on any piece of Linen 
or Hempen cloth, shall be full and sufficient evidence that such piece 
was bleached for the use and benefit, and was the property of the 
person whose name shall appear signed or marked thereon as the 
25 draper. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any weaver or other person 
entrusted with any Linen, or Linen Yarn, or Hempen Cloth, or Hempen ment. 
Yarn or Cotton, or Cotton Yarn, or with any mater ials or working 
tools for ■manufacturing the same, shall fraudulently sell or embezzle or 
pawn the same, or any part thereof, every such offender, and the 
receivers of any such article knowing the same to have been so 
fraudulently embezzled, shall forfeit times the value of 
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Artd be it further Enacted, That every weaver shall well and suf- 
ficiently weave all sound and sufficient Linen and Hempen Yarn to 
him delivered to be woven within such time, and in such reeds, and 
into cloth of such breadths, as shall be agreed upon between the 
owner or owners of such Yarn and such weaver, upon pain of for- 5 
feiting the full value of such Yarn, or the full price agreed upon for 
weaving the same. 

AND for the Protection of the owners of Linen and Hempen Cloth 
bleached, or in part bleached, against the same being stolen from 
Bleach Greens ; BE it Enacted, That no person shall sell or expose for 10 
sale any piece or part of a piece of bleached Linen Cloth without the 
bleacher’s name and place of residence marked on the end thereof, with 
Vermillion or stone blue and size, on penalty of forfeiting any sum not 
exceeding and also such piece or 

part of a piece of Linen, unless such person shall be able to prove *5 
that the same had come honestly into his or her possession. 

AND for encouraging the erection and establishment of buildings 
and places for carrying on the Linen Manufacture, BE it Enacted, That 
it shall and may be lawful to and for any person seised in possession, 
in law or equity, of any estate in fee, or in fee tail, or for life, with 20 
immediate remainder over to or in trust for his issue, to demise any 
land out of his said estate whereof he shall be so seised, being no part 
of the demesne usually occupied with his mansion-house, and not 
exceeding acres, plantation measure, in the whole, for three 

lives, renewable for ever, to any person or persons who shall engage and 25 
contract to carry on any branch of the Linen manufacture ; provided 
that the best and highest rent be reserved for the land so to be demised, 
without fine ; and that one-half year’s rent of the said demised land be 
reserved as a renewable fine on the fall of every life, to be paid within 
six months after the fall of such life, and that the lessee or lessees do 30 
covenant by such lease or leases to expend upon the land so to be 
demised the sum of pounds at least, for every acre so to 

be demised, in erecting houses or other buildings, fit and w’ell adapted 
for carrying on some branch or branches of the Linen manufacture, 
or any manufacture or manufactures in which Linen Yarn shall be a 35 
principal material, and to covenant to preserve and keep the same in 
proper order and repa ir, and to carry on or cause to be carried on some 
branch or branches of the Linen manufacture, or some manufacture in 
which Linen Yarn shall be a principal material, on the land so demised 
during the continuance of such demise ; and provided, that such houses 40 
and buildings be erected and completed within years after making 
such demise ; and every such lease which shall be made according to the 
conditions and terms aforesaid shall, so long as the lessee or lessees shall 
duly perfonn the covenants contained therein, be good and valid, not- 
withstanding 
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withstanding any settlement to restrain such tenant in tail or for life 
from making such lease or leases. 

AND for preventing the stealing of Linen or Cotton Cloth and Yarn 
from Bleach Greens, or from persons dealing therein, BE it Enacted, ' 
5 That upon complaint made upon oath before any one Justice of the 
peace that any Linen Cloth, Calico, Muslin or Cloth made of Cotton, or 
Cotton and Linen mixed, or any Linen Yarn has been stolen, fraudulently 
secreted or embezzled from any bleach green, or from any bleacher or 
person dealing in any branch of the Linen or Cotton trade, it shall be 
JO lawful for such Justice to issue his warrant to search for the same in all 
suspected places; and if any such goods suspected to be stolen, frau- 
dulently secreted or embezzled, shall be found in the possession of any 
person, or in the house, out-house, garden, yard, office or field, of any 
person, to bring such person or persons, and also such goods, before the 
15 Justice granting such warrant, and any other Justice of the peace, or before 
any two Justices of the peace, or before any Chief Magistrate of any 
town within whose jurisdiction such offence may have been committed ; 
and if the person so brought shall not prove, to the satisfaction of such 
two Justices or Chief Magistrate, that such person came honestly by 
20 such goods, such t«o Justices or Chief Magistrate shall fine such per- 
son in such sum not exceeding nor less than 

for every such piece of Linen, Calico, Muslin, 
Cotton or Cotton and Linen mixed, and not exceeding 
nor less than for every pound weight of such Linen Yarn 

25 so found, or may send such person to the common gaol of the county, 
there to remain not more than according as to the discretion 

of such Justices or Chief Magistrate shall seem best ; and it shall be 
lawful for such Justices of the peace or Chief Magistrate, to require 
any such offender so fined or imprisoned, to give security, himself or 
30 herself in any sum not exceeding with two 

sureties for any sum not exceeding each, that such 

ofiender shall be of the peace and good behaviour for 
years at the least ; and such offender shall be kept in gaol until he shall 
give and procure such security ; and if such offender shall neglect or 
35 refuse so to do, such offender shall be deemed an idle and disorderly 
person within the meaning of any Act respecting idle and disorderly 
persons, and may be presented by the Grand Jury as such, and dealt 
with accordingly. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and 
40 for every Justice of the peace and Chief Magistrate, to administer any 
oath to, and to take any affidavit required by law from, any person 
whomsoever, touching or concerning any matter or thing in anywise 
relating to or concerning the Linen manufacture, or any branch thereof ; 
and wherever any such oath is required by law to be taken, the solemn 
affirmation of any person being a Quaker shall be sufficient in the 

195. 
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Perjury. place of BQch 6ath Or aflkiavit ; and every person wlio shall laiowingly 
swear or affirm any thing false in any such oath or affirmation, shall, 
upon conviction, suffer such punishment as persons convicted of wilful 
atid oori^opt pdrjury are by the la»A 8 of Ireland subject to. 

CompUints t*e it farther Enacted, That all Complaints Which shall be nrfade 5 

do*K of anv offcnCe or offences committed against any of the regulations or 

ceed'ioi.may difeCtions Contained in this Act, the penalty or forfeiture in respect 

be heard be- i r j v 

fore two ji«- whereof shall hrit exceed in value the sum of 

Ma^strateof shall afid maybe heard and finally determined before two or more 
a Town, JustiCes df the peace, whether acting at petty sessions or otherwise, lo 
Witliin their jurisdictions, or before the Chief Magistrate of any town 
presiding in his court in siSch town ; and it shall be lawful for any one 
Justice to summon any party complained of, and any witness to appear 
before such Justice, and any other Justice, or before any two Justices, 
and for suth Chief Magistrate to summon any such party complained 15 
of, and any w itness to appear before such Magistrate in his court ; and 
such Justices or Chief Magistrate may determine any such complaints 
on the oath of any witness or witnesses, and which oath such Justices 
or C%ief Magistrate are and is hereby authorized and empowered to 
administer; and all such penalties and sums of nsoney shall and may 26 
be awarded by such two Justices or Chief Magistrate, as are directed 
to be awarded by this Act in respect of or for the punishment of the 
.several offences ; and in default of the payment of any such penalty Or 
fenm of money as shall be so awarded by any such Justices or Chief 
Magistrate, upon the hearing of any such complaint, it shall and may 25 
be lawfol for such Justices or Chief Magistrate to issue their or his 
warrant to any constable, for the distress and sale of the goods and 
chattek of any person liable to the payment of any such penalty or sum 
of money; and in case no sufficient distress shall be found, then 
'to commit any such person to gaol, or to the house of correction, for 3^ 
any period not exceeding unless such 

penalty or sum of money shall be sooner paid. 

Penalties ^ further Enacted, That any sum of money which shall be 

how^totedis- awarded and levied by any such Justices or Chief Magistrate as afore- 
said acting in pursuance of the provisions and under the authorities of 35 
this Act, shall and may be directed by such Justices or Chief Magistrate 
to be applied in manner following; that is to say, in every case where 
the person preferring the complaint shall appear to have suffered any 
damage, costs, lossof time or other injury, in the matter being the subject 
of Complaint, any such sum of money shall and may be paid to such per* 40 
Sot), or if no damages, costs, loss of time or other injury shall appear tO 
have been sustained by such person, then such sum of money shall be paid 
to the committee a'p'pointed in manner hereinbefore directed, in the 
corinty in which the Complaint originated, to ‘Ire applied by such committee 
Wwfffds 'forttling a fund for defraying ahy expenses in executing the 

duties 
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duties assij^d to tlieos by tliis Act j or it ^lall and may be lawful for 
aucti Justices or Chief Magistrate to direct any portion of any such sum 
so levied to be paid to the party aggrieved, and the remaining portion 
of such sum to be paid to such committee. 

5 And be it further Ei^ted, That all penalties or forfeitures incurred 
under any clause or article in this Act, exceeding in value 

shall and may be sued for and recovered by any person who 
will sue for tbe same by sdt or action at law, or by bill, plaint or infor- 
mation, in any of his Majesty's courts of King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 

1 0 or Exchequer, in Ireland, wherein no essoign, protection nor wager 
of law, nor more than one impariant^ shall be allowed ; and that in all 
such actions, suits or prosecutions, which sliall be brought or prose- 
cuted for recovery of such forfeitures or penalties, shall be laid in the 
county, or in the county of the city, or the county of the town, wherein 
1 5 such forfeitures or penalties were incurred, and in none other. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any action or suit shall be com- Defendant 
nienced or brought against any person for doing or causing to be done GeLraHssue. 
any act matter or thing in pursuance of this Act, the defendant or 
defendants In such actiem or suit shall and may plead the General Issue, 

20 and give this Act, and the special matter in evidence ; and if upon such 
action, or in such suit, judgment shall be given for the defendant or 
defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs therein shall become nonsuit, 
or discontinue his her or their action or suit, the defendant or defen- 
dants therein shall have double costs. 

25 AND whereas the Linen and Yarn Halls in the City of Dublin, and Liuen and 
the bouses, offices and grounds adjoining thereto, and the other estates 
and property, whether real or personal, vested by former Acts of Parlia- 
ment in the Trustees of tbe Linen and Hempen manufactures o( Ireland, 
were, by the hereinbefore recited and repealed Act of tbe sixth year of 
30 the reign of His present Majesty, continued to be vested in the said 
Trustees and their successors ; and it is expedient and necessary to divest 
the said Trustees of their title to the said buildings, houses, grounds 
and other properties, and to vest the same in the Lord Lieuteiiaut or 
other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, for tbe purposes herein- 
35 after mentioned ; BE it therefore Enacted, That the said Linen and 
Yarn Halls in the City of Dublm, and the houses, offices and grounds 
adjoining thereto, and all other estates and property whatsoever, whe- 
ther veal or personal, vested in the said Trustees, and their successors, 
under and by virtue of the said recited Act hereby repealed, shall from 
40 and after the commencement of this Act be, and the same are hereby 
vested in the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland for the time being, with power to such Lord Lieutenant, or 
other Chief Governor or Governors, to demand, take and receive, or 
195* E cause 
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cause to be demanded, taken and received, from the factors, or others 
engaged in the Linen, Yarn or Cotton trades of Ireland, who shall be 
allowed to occupy the said Linen and Yarn Halls, or houses, or grounds 
thereto adjoining, such rent or rents, as shall appear to be reasonable 
and necessary towards maintaining the -said buildings and houses in re- 5 
pair and good condition, so as thereby to prevent them from being the 
cause of any charge or expense to the public : Provided always. That 
nothing in this Act contained shall extend or be construed to 
extend to or in anywise to affect any of the leases hitherto granted 
by the said Trustees, of any part or parts of the said halls or buildings, 10 
to any factors or other persons, so far as any of the said leases are or 
shall be subsisting ; and if any part or parts of the said Linen or Yarn 
Halls, or any of the houses or grounds adjoining thereto, not comprised 
in any subsisting leases shall be thought unnecessary for the purposes of 
the Linen, Yarn or Cotton Trades of /re/cKrf, by the Lord Lieutenant or 15 
other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, for the time being, 
it shall be lawful for such Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor 
or Governors, and he and they is and are hereby authorized and 
empowered to appropriate such part or parts thereof to any other 
public purposes to which it may seem expedient to apply the same, 20 
demanding, taking and receiving such rents, for the use and occu- 
pation thereof, as such Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
Governors shall appoint ; and all such rents shall be applied in like 
manner as the rents now payable under the leases subsisting at present, 
towards maintaining the said buildings in repair and good condition ; 25 
and if the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of 
Ireland for the time being, shall at any time see fit and proper reason for 
selling and finally disposing of any part or parts of such Linen or Yarn 
Halls, or any of the houses or grounds thereto adjoining, not comprised in 
any subsisting.lease, it shall and may be lawful for such Lord Lieutenant, 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, to sell and finally 
dispose of the same. 
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